
Introducing The Movie 
“Honor Diaries”



• The arts and other human intellectual achievement 
regarded collectively (Oxford Dictionary).

• Theoretically, culture should change as the 
collection of human intellectual achievements gets 
bigger.

• In real life, culture doesn’t stay limited to arts and 
intellectual achievements, it becomes a way of life.

• Based on the practice of the majority, culture 
becomes a blueprint for what is adopted and 
practiced daily (custom).

Culture 



• A traditional and widely accepted way of behaving or 
doing something that is specific to a particular 
society, place, or time (Oxford Dictionary).

• How does a society choose what is the best way of 
behaving?

• Is it based on culture? Do the customs change as the 
cultures changes?

• Is it religion based? 

Custom 



• A right that is believed to belong to every person 
(Oxford Dictionary).

• A secular idea.

• In case of women, their human rights are more 
important than customs they are born into.

• Are women important for the survival of human 
race?

• Do/should women contribute to the society more 
than a just bearing children?

Human Rights 



• On matters such as marriage, consent should be 
considered very important.

• What is true consent rather that coerced consent.

• Consider the appropriate age and conditions for 
consent.
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Consent 



• Neuroscientists have known for a long time that the 
brain continues to develop well into 20s (Annals of 
Neurology, Vol 34, Issue 1, Pg. 71 – 75, July 1993)

• Most societies agree that the age of consent 
(marriage purposes) should be around 18 years old. 
Drinking age is yet higher in many western societies.

Adulthood 



• In 1971, Canada was the first country in the world to adopt 
multiculturalism as an official policy. By so doing, Canada 
affirmed the value and dignity of all Canadian citizens 
regardless of their racial or ethnic origins, their language, or 
their religious affiliation. The 1971 Multiculturalism Policy of 
Canada also confirmed the rights of Aboriginal peoples and the 
status of Canada’s two official languages.

• Canadian multiculturalism is fundamental to our belief that all 
citizens are equal. Multiculturalism ensures that all citizens can 
keep their identities, can take pride in their ancestry and have 
a sense of belonging. Acceptance gives Canadians a feeling of 
security and self-confidence, making them more open to, and 
accepting of, diverse cultures. The Canadian experience has 
shown that multiculturalism encourages racial and ethnic 
harmony and cross-cultural understanding.

• Mutual respect helps develop common attitudes. New 
Canadians, no less than other Canadians, respect the political 
and legal process, and want to address issues by legal and 
constitutional means.

Multiculturalism



• A feeling of deep admiration for someone or 
something elicited by their abilities, qualities, or 
achievements.

• If a custom wants to marry off its young girls and 
have their parents choose the partner, WE DON’T 
HAVE TO RESPECT THIS.

• If it is a custom to think that it is honorable to stone 
women because they want to have human rights, WE 
DON’T HAVE TO RESPECT THIS.

Respect



• If a custom (based on religion or otherwise) dictates 
that half the population’s human rights (women) are 
to be systematically abused, we don’t have to agree 
and WE DON’T HAVE TO RESPECT THIS.

• If a custom based on religion or otherwise says that 
girls as young as 9 years old can marry, we don’t 
have to agree and WE DON’T HAVE TO RESPECT 
THIS.

Respect 



• EVERYONE benefits
• If women are educated and independent before 

marriage, they are better able to raise children.
• All men who love at least one woman or admit that 

they needed a woman’s body in order to be born, 
and a woman’s love to survive should get involved.

• All women, by virtue of being women, should get 
involved.

• All men who carry a stigma based on the way they 
look, or a culture that they have come from with 
which they no longer agree should especially get 
involved (eg Indian men who don’t agree with caste 
system, Muslim or ex-Muslim men who don’t agree 
with Sharia laws).

Who benefits from restoring women’s 
rights & who should join such a 

movement?



• Due to lack of focused reporting and recording of 
honour killings internationally very little is known 
about the true extent of honor based violence 
worldwide.

• 5000 honour killings internationally per year
• 1000 honour killings occur in India
• 1000 honour killings occur in Pakistan
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Some related statistics



• One in five cases of honor killing internationally 
every year happens in India.

• Murders are carried out by individual’s family 
members, because they felt that person had brought 
shame to the family.

• Mostly based on caste system which dictates an 
individual's social standing based on the caste they 
are born into. 

• This shame could be brought on by disobeying 
one’s parents, and/or marrying outside of the caste 
one is born into.

Cultural Honor Killing



• The majority of these killings take place in the 
agrarian states of Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh 
and Rajasthan, where land ownership and caste go 
hand in hand and an honor culture thrives by 
maintaining caste and gender hierarchies. 

The Main Point: Honor Diaries
Cultural based



• Police in the Indian capital, Delhi, have arrested the 
parents of a woman who they say was killed for 
marrying a man against her family's wishes.

• Bhawna Yadav was allegedly strangled and later 
cremated without her family informing the police.

Cultural Honor Killing - Example



• Cultures can change as education is 
introduced.

• Some things can be done, activism can 
produce results.

Cultural Honor Killing



• Her name was Farzana Iqbal, she was 
25 years old and in love with the 
“wrong” person.
• Her father, two brothers and former 

fiancé were among the attackers. 
• Iqbal suffered severe head injuries and 

was pronounced dead in the hospital.
• Happened in Pakistan.

Religion Based Honor Killing - 
Example



• Ja'far Kiani was stoned to death on 5 July 2007 in a 
village in Iran. He had been convicted of committing 
adultery with Mokarrameh Ebrahimi, with whom he 
had two children and who was also sentenced to 
death by stoning.

• Iran's penal code prescribes execution by stoning 
and it even dictates that the stones are large enough 
to cause pain, but not so large as to kill the victim 
immediately. Article 102 of the code states that men 
should be buried up to their waists and women up 
to their breasts for the purpose of execution by 
stoning. Article 104 states, with reference to the 
penalty for adultery, that the stones used should 
"not be large enough to kill the person by one or 
two strikes - nor should they be so small that they 
could not be defined as stones". 

Religion Based Honor Killing - 
Example



• Father said: “Even if they hoist me up onto the 
gallows … nothing is dearer to me than my honor.”

• Killed by mother, brother and father in Kingston, 
Ontario.

• Originally from Afghanistan.

Religion Based Honor Killing - 
Example



• In a quiet suburban parking lot outside of Phoenix, a 
father floors the gas on his Jeep Grand Cherokee 
and heads straight for his 20-year-old daughter 
(Noor al-Maleki)

• His goal: to protect his family's “honor”.

• Originally from Iraq.

Religion Based Honor Killing - 
Example



• Photographer Stephanie Sinclair and writer Cynthia 
Gorney investigate the world of prearranged child 
marriage, where girls as young as five are forced to 
wed.

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7c_zppPutQw

Related topics



• Crosses cultural boundaries.

• Religion is resistant to change.

• Religion usually demands respect of its values even 
if they are immoral by 21st century moral values.

• Much more difficult to make a change.

• Change needs to be more fundamental.

Religion Based Honor Killing



• Several objections to the film might be made. 

• Disclosure: Neither myself, CFI nor UBCO Skeptics 
members have previewed the film.

• So we are not in a position to approve the film’s 
content. We do, however, support the right to view it 
and judge its merits for ourselves.

Finally: Tonight’s screening of 
the film ‘Honor Diaries’



• Honor Diaries has been promoted by an Israeli 
network and is posted on the anti-Palestine 
Propaganda website.

• http://www.israelvideonetwork.com/category/
palestine/.

• Producer and writer of the film, Alex Traiman is also 
the Chief Marketing Officer at pro-Israeli newscaster 
Voice of Israel. He is involved with Clarion Project 
that was  founded by Shore (an organization that is 
invested in producing scare-films about what it calls 
"the most urgent threat of radical Islam.")

•  http://www.rightweb.irc-online.org/profile/
Clarion_Fund.

Honor Diaries – 1



• Nazanin Afshin-Jam who is the conservative MP 
Peter Mackay's wife, has been criticized for not 
doing enough for oppressed women in Canada and 
not clarifying her views on the missing and 
aboriginal women in Canada. 

Honor Diaries – 2



• In USA, Council on America-Islamic Relations (CAIR) 
fought to ban the screening of this movie, even 
though most Muslim Clerics declare that they do not 
condone honor killings.

Honor Diaries – 3



• Do something or
Our Choices are clear



http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/multiculturalism/citizenship.asp
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feminism
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-30125116
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2013/11/honour-
killings-india-crying-shame-20131127105910392176.html
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/family-stones-pakistani-
woman-death-honor-killing-outside-court-n115336
http://www.amnesty.org.au/news/comments/8137/
http://www.khaama.com/afghan-family-commits-honor-killing-
in-canada-120/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/noor-almaleki/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7c_zppPutQw
http://www.meforum.org/3287/hindu-muslim-honor-killings
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References and Related Sites



http://hbv-awareness.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ADXjjkhqQbw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WpiF35L9tI0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r7uPKQRKV9w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2e4hdsaGIg4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FgbCQMw5LOM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IrT48j1nCqA
https://muslimstatistics.wordpress.com/2014/10/04/muslim-
honor-killings-statistics/
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2013/11/honour-
killings-india-crying-shame-20131127105910392176.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GqWm9r8AZ2o
http://www.filmstransit.com/index.php?
option=com_jmovies&Itemid=70&task=detail&id=179
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http://www.filmstransit.com/index.php?
option=com_jmovies&Itemid=70&task=detail&id=179

http://inherhonor.com/interview-with-director/

http://www.aljadid.com/content/film-exposes-honor-killings-pakistan

http://www.thepriceofhonorfilm.com/

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt3220114/

http://fuuse.net/banaz-a-love-story/

http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/films-tackle-honor-killings.aspx?
pageID=238&nID=20063&NewsCatID=381
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