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Veronica Abbass 

Veronica, lives in Peterborough ON, has been a Friend of the Centre for Inquiry Canada 
since October 2011 and a councillor for over a year. She works closely with the CFI 
National Director, spokesperson, and Board members.  

Veronica is an active promoter of humanist and secular values. She is the editor-in-chief 
and contributor to the website Canadian Atheist. Veronica is the vice-president of the 
Canadian Secular Alliance and manages the CSA website.  

Veronica has a master’s degree in English literature and teaches for the School of 
English and Liberal Studies in the Faculty of Business at Seneca College, Toronto.  

 
Gary Fitzgibbon 
 
Gary is a retired teacher living in Toronto, where he obtained an MA in English (York 
University), and MEd (Master of Education) and MLS (Master of Library Science) 
degrees from the University of Toronto.  He has been co-ordinator of the One School 
System Network in Ontario and has served on the board of directors of the Canadian 
Secular Alliance.  For the past two years, he has also been on the board of directors of 
CFI Canada, currently holding the positions of Vice-Chair and Treasurer.  He has been 
a volunteer archivist at the Art Gallery of Ontario since 2001.  
 
Board of Directors, CFI Canada, 2012– 

o Vice-Chair 2012– 
o Treasurer 2013– 
o Chair, Governance Committee, 2012–2013 
o Chair, Search Committee, 2013–2014 

. 

 
Dorothy Hays 
 
Dorothy has been an atheist for most of her life and considers herself an atheist activist, 

becoming more involved after 9/11, as that seemed to be the turning point where some 



people started to realize religion was dangerous, that those with a more scientific world-

view had better step forward. 

She has a B.A. in Sociology/Psychology, a B.Ed. and a HBSW; is retired and resides in 

the countryside of Thunder Bay with her husband and their GSD, Ransom.  About 7 

years ago she initiated a group in Thunder Bay, HAFA 

(Humanists/Atheists/Freethinkers/Agnostics) and to date they have over 30 members. 

Dorothy has been involved with CFI for a few years and previously had been VP of 

Humanist Canada and later, for a short while, President by default.  She enjoyed being 

involved with HC and is looking forward to working with CFI.  

She enjoys writing and over 20 years has had nearly every letter sent to the editor of the 

Thunder Bay Chronicle-Journal published.  She also used to write for The Canadian 

Freethinker magazine, under the moniker, The Perennial Atheist, a name bestowed 

upon her by a disgruntled reader of that paper.   

 
 
Mike Gray 
 
Mike has been a CFI Canada member since 2009.  He held the position as Deputy 

Executive Director for CFI Calgary since 2010.  He worked to create an organizational 

chart for the local chapter and has been instrumental in seeing that CFI Calgary stay 

operational through the change of Executive Directors, including holding the position as 

Interim Executive Director. In addition, Mike has provided a regular meeting venue and 

Event space to CFI Calgary free of charge. 

With his past experience organizing events through his employment (Owner and 

Manager of two Calgary night clubs), Mike has helped organize and promote several 

events and talks for CFI Calgary including: PZ Myers, Richard Carrier, James Randi, 

Michael Shermer, Nate Phelps, Brother Sam (Skype talk), Peter Boghossian, George 

Hrab, Phil Plait, Greta Christina and others. 

Simply put, Mike has been a major contributor to the success and growth of CFI 

Canada in Calgary.  He would be a great asset to the CFI Canada Board of Directors.  

 
Pat O’Brien 
 
At the age of 8 when told “watched water never boils”, Pat put a pot of water on the 
stove and proved the adage wrong, thus began the life of a skeptic. Pat did not begin 
his official involvement in the secular/skeptical movement till 2001 when he was 
researching a documentary on Humanism. The documentary “Without God, The Story 
of Secular Humanism” with Dr Robert Buckman aired on Vision TV, and CBC 
Newsworld. Since then he has been on the board of the B.C. Humanist Association 
(BCHA), President of BCHA and then on the board of Humanist Canada (HC), 



eventually taking over as President of HC. In the interim Pat was an ambassador for 
Atheist Alliance International, sitting briefly on their board. Pat is involved in many 
grassroots initiatives in his hometown of Vancouver where he has a successful career 
as a Props Master in the film and television industry. Pat is also an award winning 
documentary filmmaker. 
 
Pat began his atheist/skeptical career in 2002 while doing a documentary on 
Humanism. In 2002 Pat became director, then President of BCHA. In 2003 Pat was 
elected to the board of Humanist Canada eventually becoming its president, for 3 years. 
Pat was then asked to become an ambassador for Atheist Alliance International. In 
2009 Pat was asked to join the board of CFI Canada. During his time in these various 
positions he sat on many committees as well as being a media spokesperson. 
 
 
Genessa Radke 

Born and raised in Alberta, Genessa moved to Toronto in 2008. She joined and has 
been an active volunteer with CFI for over 4 years. Recently graduating from George 
Brown College in their jewellery methods program, Genessa has been inspired by 
science and technology in her jewellery designs. She holds deep beliefs in secularism, 
critical thinking and human equality. Genessa is passionate about science and the 
discoveries waiting to be revealed. 

 

 
Kevin Smith 
 
Kevin has been involved with CFI Canada since 2006, the year of its inception.  He has been an 
active Chair of CFI-C for the past two years. In 2012, Kevin was Chair of the Ontario 
GSA (Gay/Straight Alliance) Coalition, where he represented CFI-C advocating for Bill 13, 
which provides for associations of gay and straight students together in all publicly funded 
schools, including Roman Catholic schools. That bill is now law.  Until May 17, 2014, after the 
feature ended, Kevin spent four years representing the atheist worldview, writing weekly articles 
for a column in the Ottawa Citizen, defending secular values, illustrating the benefits of living 
a religion-free life and attacking religious homophobia and misogyny.  
 
 

 

 

 
 

Centre for Inquiry Canada Mission: To educate and provide training to the public in the application of 

skeptical, secular, rational and humanistic enquiry through conferences, symposia, lectures, published 

works and the maintenance of a library. 


