
 

 

 

 

 

2013 CFI Canada Annual General Meeting 

June 15th 2013 

 

Agenda – 
1. Welcome and call to order 
2. Quorum 
3. Approval of the minutes of last meeting March 11th, 2013 

a. Business arising from the minutes 
4. Reports 

a. Chair of the Board 
b. Treasurer 
c. CASS 
d. Chair of the Governance Committee 

5. Election (Announcement of acclamation) 
6. General Questions 
7. Adjournment 

 
1. Gary Fitzgibbon (Chair) welcomed everyone at 1:20 PM EST 

Associate members present - Veronica Abbass, Kevin Brown, Ethan 
Clow, William Cranor, Bryan Eelhart, Behzad Elahi, Gary Fitzgibbon 
(Chair), Dorothy Hayes, Bill Ligertwood ,Iain Martel ,Pat O’Brien 
,Genessa Radke , Leslie Rosenblood, Zena Ryder, Kevin Smith, 
Karolina Sygula, Richard Thain, Seanna Watson 

2. . Quorum was met 
The Chair set ground rules regarding speaking to a motion. 
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3. Gary F moved to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, 
Kevin S seconded. Motion carried unanimously. *Richard Thain 
asked that his report be included in the previous minutes. 

4.  
A. The Chair, Kevin S gave his report. 

 We continue to be at the forefront of the GSA coalition in 
Ontario 

 We continue to be involved in the anti “Kill the gays” legislation 
in Uganda 

 CFI Canada continues to led guidance to the class action 
lawsuit against Boiron 

 Ottawa branch held successful social media campaign which 
saw Jenny McCarthy be excluded from speaking in Ottawa. 

 We met with Andrew Bennett, head of the Office of Religious 
Freedom 

 Toronto Branch held a fundraising reception for Richard 
Dawkins and Lawrence Krauss. Professor Dawkins agreed to 
become a CFI Canada advisor. 

 WE continue to work on the advertising campaign for 
Vancouver. We will have mock-ups of the ads soon and expect 
to have the ads up by the end of summer. 

 We are working with a fundraiser, John Cockrell who previously 
did fundraising for The Liver Foundation. 

 The Ottawa branch held a successful “Eschcaton” conference. 

 The third annual Imagine No religion Conference was held in 
Kamloops and was, again a big success. 

 The new web site is expected to go live very soon 

 The board terminated Michael Payton’s contract early. 
 
B. Gary Fitzgibbon gave the Treasurer’s report. 

 There is limited information, as Gary did not have the password 
for the computer holding the financial information. 

 The audited statements for the fiscal year September 30th 2011 
to September 30th 2012 were sent to the AM’s. 

 During that time we faced a 68% decrease in funds 

 Discussion regarding the Treasurer’s report was held.  One AM 
did not receive the audited statements. There was a question 
about why the passwords to the financial records were not 
given. Gary said he would answer any questions by email. Gary 



will be in the office the following week to sort out the finances. 
There were comments on the next NED. There were comments 
on the need for the next NED to have strong fundraising and 
financial experience. 
 
C. Gary gave the Governance Committee report. 

 Gary listed the members of the committee. The committee met 
21 times  

 The major item for the committee was to look at changes to the 
by laws 

 The first item was to look at the membership structure. It was 
recommended that the name Associate Member be changed to 
Councilor 

 How the board is elected was discussed. 

 The Article of Continuance had been completed and once 
approved would allow CFI Canada to change by laws and have 
them come in to effect immediately without having to wait for 
Industry Canada approval. Gary moved: That, CFI Canada 
approve the Article of Continuance, it was seconded by 
Seanna. Gary read the 10 sections, Seanna sent the document 
to the members of the meeting by email.  The two main 
changes to CFI Canada were 1. The name of the AM’s be 
changed to Councilor and 2. That other members now be called 
friends of the Centre 

 Note – At this point Leslie Rosenblood joined the meeting. 

 The vote was called on the motion and it was passed 
unanimously. 

 
5. Election 

 The slate to be elected was: Pat O’Brien, Kevin Smith, 
Gary Fitzgibbon, Zac Fiddes, Iain Martel, William Cranor. 

 As there were only 6 candidates for the board, the board 
slate was acclaimed. 

 *Note, at this point Richard Thain came back on the line 
and asked that his report from the last meeting be 
included in the previous meeting minutes. 

 Bill Ligertwood indicated that he had sent in his 
nomination. The nominating committee said they did not 
receive it 



 Bill L challenged the acclamation and asked that there be 
a vote to confirm the acclamation. 

 Gary moved that a vote on the challenge be taken 

 There was discussion on the challenge. 

 The vote was called and resulted in No – 10 votes Yes - 5 
votes Abstain 1 – vote. Te challenge was defeated. 

 
6. Appointment of Auditor 

 Gary moved: That, we retain Clarkson Rouble LLP (C&R) 
as our auditors. Seconded by Genessa. 

 There was discussion about the possibility of retaining 
another company if the C & R fees were more than 
$3,000.00. 

 Bryan E asked that Gary’s motion to retain C & R be 
amended to say that if C & R charge more than $3,000.00 
that we would seek other quotes as long as this 
amendment did not contravene our by laws, Richard 
Thain seconded. The vote was yes – 13, No – 0 Abstain – 
2. Motion to amend, carried 

 The vote on the original, now amended motion to Retain 
C & R was taken. Passed unanimously. 

 It was noted that if C & R is more that $3,000.00 and a 
new firm is considered, that the AM’s would vote on the 
new auditor. 

 
7. General Questions from the floor. 

 Bryan Elhart asked what the renewal process is for 
members. Gary answered that the new NED will be 
responsible for this. It was also confirmed that all 
members present at the meeting were in fact paid up. 

 Bill L asked about the letter he sent earlier in the day 
regarding certain branch leaders asking for the 
reinstatement of Michael Payton and the resignation of 
the board. There was general consensus that those at the 
meeting did not agree with the letter with a minority 
supporting it. There was discussion regarding Michael 
Payton’s role as NED. 

 At this point Leslie dropped off and Seanna asked for a 
roll call. Bill L had also dropped off the call 



 Pat suggested a cooling off period for the AM’s before 
any decisions were made. 

 Zena asked about the transition plan. Gary responded 
that there is a search committee who have gained the pro 
bono services of an experienced headhunter. 

 At this point Ethan announced that he had to leave the 
meeting 

 Seanna asked about expanding the Associate members 
list. 
 

8. Veronica moved: That, the meeting adjourn, Genessa 
seconded. Motion passed unanimously. Meeting ended at 
15:25 EST 

 
 


